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INFLUENGE OF U. §
PARAMOUNT, SAYS
GOLONEL HOUSE

Head of American Mission
to Interallied Conference
Returns Home.

HIGHLY PLEASED WITH
WORK ACCOMPLISHED

Reports Dispatched by Special
Messenger to State Depart-
ment at Washington.

THINGS BROUGHT TO A FOCUS

Declares Both in France and Eng-
land Morale of Fighting Forces
and People Is Splendid.

By Assoclated Press)

NEW YORK, December 15.—What the
American miisslon wue sent to accom-
plsh in the Interallled war conference
in Parls "has been successfully and sat-
isfactorily done,” was the imessage
brought tosthe American people by
Colonel E. M. House, head of the mis-
gfon, who returned to the United States
to-day with four of his colleagues.

The return of the party wad void of
odtentatlon. After advising the presa
of the misslon's arrival, Colonel IHouse
motored to his home, where ho later
recelved newspaper men, and announced |
that the misslon's reports already had |
been dispatched by special messen:cr!

to the Stzte Department at 'Washmg-}

ton. These reports, which included thut !
of Colonel House, will be gupplemented
by the colonel's personal report Lo
President Wilson. He sald he would
57 to Washington on Monday.

“In England and France the influ-|
ctice of the United States Is para- |
mount,” suld Colonel House. “In both |

countries the morale is splendid—the !

best 1 have observed on any of my
Lthree Lrips abroad since the beginning
of the war."”
DETERMINATION TO WIN
HE SAYS IS5 ADMIRABLE
“You mean Llhe morale of the fight-
ing forees?' Colonel llouse was asked.
_"No, 1 mean the morale of the men
in uniform and the people as & whole,”
lie replled. “Thelr determination to
win without thought of the coxt is ad-
mIPa LG s b L0 s
Through the elimination of ‘speech-
making and enteritzinmenti .bgth-af .z
pubilec and private ‘nature, Colonel
1fouse sald the interullled war confer-
ence accomplished 1ts full purpose at
three: gittings. At thelr termination,
he eaid, the supreme war council, an
dutgrowth of these Aellberations, com-

pleted (te work In four weeks' time— |

{wo weeks belng spent io London and
two weeks in Paris.
The Prime Ministers of Great Eritain,

I*rance and Ital¥ gnd Colonel IIn‘Jse.'
together with their military alds, were |

the only ones participating in the su-
preme war council
ASSIGNED TO MEMBERSHIS

Organize War Council
of the War Department

[DBy Associatled Press.)

WASHINGTON, December 15—
Organisation ef & war ceuncil ef
the War Depariment to co-ordinate
all matiers of wupplies for the
Aarmles at home and everseas and
the militury reintlons between the
armies in the field and the depart-
ment was announced to-night by
Yecretary Naker.

Cumpening the ceuncll are the
Seeretary mnd Asslatant Secreiary of
War, the chief of siaff and Mnajor-
General Henry G. Sharpe, guarter-
manter - general; * Major - General
Erasmus M. Weaver, chief of coant
artillery; Major-General William
Crozler, chlef of erdnamce, and
Major-General Enoch M, Crowder,
provest-marshal-general.

Mr. Boker's annooncement sald
that when General Taxker H. Bliss,
chief of staff, whe participated in
the Interallled war conference, re-
turns from Europe he wlll bring to
the mew orzanizatiom here Lkmowl-
edge of conditions which mffect ail
branches of the serviee, mnd that
from time to time members will be
ordered te the front te make obser-
vatlons for the Information of the
vonncll.

The mecretary sald the council will
art throogh the chlef of staff of the
army, and will not take ever the
specinlilzed dutles of the sEencral
atall or. the war college.

wasin

ON VARIOUS COMMITTELS

The eothers who had ta¥Xen part in
the first conference were assigned to
memberahlp on various committees, and
thus every one had a speclfic task to
accomplish. Thes=a committees dealt
with food, emmbargo, finance and other
subjects, -

“The counclil brought things to a
focus—up to that time there was no
co-ordination and things were not golng
well,” sald the coluney, "R'.'er.y
worlied well, hard and cordially.’

In reply to:questions as to "that the
council decided to do with w:ference
to various matters, Colonel House sald
the deliberations were concerned pri-
marily with the cconomle situation. He
declared what had been decided upon
with reference to thls situation would
not mean the introduction of any meas-
ures ‘‘radleally different” from those
now operative in the United States,
DIND NOT DISCUSS WAR

AIMS WHILE ADROAD

Colonel House sald he did not discuss
war alms while abroad. In hia esti-
mation, he declared, one person's opin-
ion was as good as anolher's as to
what Russia might be expected to do.
Gathering of data in preparation for
the eventual peace conference Wwas
purely incidentul and entirely aside
trom themain purpose of the mis-
slon.

Asked regarding
General Pershing's
House said:

“[11s task is really more difficult than
the ‘pcople know, bhut he ls doing ad-
mirably. Our mep—our fighting men
and those who have been sent abroad
on other misslons since our entry into
the war—have madée a highly favor-
able impression.”

American representation at any fur-
ther counclls of an interallied nature
wps ¢ntlrely a meatter for President
Wilson's decislon, Colonel House gtated,
and . he knew. nothing of the Presl-
dent's Inlentions respecting the re-
turn of himself or other delegates to
such confersnces.
MEMBERS OF PARTY

NMETURNING WITH HOTUSE

Accompanying Colonel IHouse on his
return to-day were General Tasker. II.
Bliss, Vance €. McCormick, chafrman
of the war trade, board; Bainbridgs
Colby, of the Unlited States Shipping
Board, and Thomas N, Perkins, of the
priority board. Oscar T. Crosby, as-
oistant Becretary of the Treasurer; Dr.
A. B, Taylor, representing the food
administration, and Paul D, Cravath
remained in London, Colonel Houso
said, primarily to complete some. de-
tails “recpecting priority matters."

Colonel House pald a tribute to his
[nllow-meri!horn of the mission in this
statement:

“l wish to roccrd my appreciation

(Continued on Page Lleven,)

Expericnced Aule Mechanie .
wa.ntad.nﬂﬂni referenca, 9 A, M,
Monday. Kline Kar Sales Co, / ;

the progrezs _of
work, Colonel

one |

{OOVER DENIES SHORTGE
1S ATTRIBUTABLE T0 M

Spreckels's Charge as to Bugar Fam-
ine Vigorously Denied by
I'ood Administrator.

SUGAR INTERESTS ARE “SORE"

Refiners Resent Curtailment of
P'rofits, He Says, and Are Trying
to i*'suredit Administration—Asks
Si.. kels Where Sugar 1s.

[By A=soclated Press.]

WASHINGTON, December
Charges made by Claus Spreckels,
president of the Federal Sugar Refining
Comnpany, before a Senate investlgat-
ing commitiee that the food adminis-
tration is responsible for a sugar short-
age, drew from TFood Admlinistrater
Hoover to-night & vigorous attack on
Mr. Spreckels,

An open intimation !s made by 3Mr,
Hoover (that Mr, Sprecksls's ‘testlmony
ifsfzhy . the fact that the food
adm!nlatration’ cut’ profitsa” 'in !sugar
tranéactions.

“It requires no proof trom me,” sald
Hoover, "to establish that Mr. Spreck-
els, a leading sugar refiner, is sores at
the food administratlon and would like
to see it destroyed,

“l realize that Mr. Spreckels's bal-
ance sheet wlll not look so good next
yeur as last, for refiners' profits have
been regulated. Furthermore, his bal-
ance sheet would have looked better
this year if the price of last August
had not been reduced and held fast,
in the face of a parttal shortage that
promlieged a fair opportunity for 20-
cent sugar and much Inereased proflls,

‘Alr. Spreckels, therefore, has rea-
son to feel badly. There are other
cltizens who will feel the same way,
no doubt, and no doubt can entertain
the public by assaulting the food ad-
mministration, While many feel badly,
£till the vast majority of men and
women of our business community and
of our farmers are sacrificing their
profits daily to the nation’s necessitles
without complaint, for many are sacri-
fieingy more than their money—thelr
sons, L
SUPPLY 70 PERR CENT

OF NORMAL CONSUMPTION

“We have had two months of par-
tinl sugar shortage—October and No-
vember—and also will have December
before rellef from the new crop. The
American peopl2a have had 500,000 tons
of sugar in these two months—that s,
70 per cent of their normal supplies In
each month, and If cars are available,
they will have 70 par cent in Decem-
ber.

“This 70 per cent i3 twice the French
ration. In the meantime we have given
France a good part of the 30 per cent
and are proud of It. This supply to
France was given dellberately, and the
American people were told of it at the
time. YWe have also agreed to draw
10,000 ton: for our friends in Canada.

“As to the food administration stop-
ping the sources of supply, tha fact
that a1l svailable supplles have been
brougiit here that ships and cars could
bring, and that It has already been
eaten, is sufficient answer,.

“If Mr. Spreckels will tell us where
there Is any sugar to-day that ships
can be obtained to carry or carg can
be obtained to deliver, It will ba de-
livered at once with the same resolu-
tion that we have requisitioned or dis-
tributed over 60.000,000 pounds of em-
bargoed sugar since October 1. In the
meantime, the 900,000 tons of sugar in
Java lg as remote as cheese out of the
moon, unless we wish to take bread
ships from our own soldlers and the
allies to provide ourselves with candy.”
ADDITIONAL TESTIMONY

I8 GIVEN RY SPRECKFELS

Additional testimony on causes of the
sugar shortage in the Easzt, which he
has assigned to the food administra-
tion's fixed import price, was given to-
day by Mr., Spreckels when he agaln
toolt the stand before the Scnate in-
vestigating committee,

Mr, Spreckels, on resuming his tes-
timony, said he had protested to Food
Adminlstrator Hoover agaljnst Including
refiners on the International committee,
created by the food administration to
purchase all raw sugars for refiners,
Spreckels declared that the actlons ot
the committee wotked against his firm,
and to the benefit of the Amerlcan
Sugar Refining Company.

| The State Department had'a hand in
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PRICE, FIVE CENTS

COUNTRY SHIVERS
FOR LACK OF COAL

Officials Make Redoubled Efforts
to Relieve Supplies Held
on the Tracks.

THOUSANDS OF PLANTS IDLE

Reports From Many Sections
Show Tha._t Actual Fuel
Famine Prevails.

By Assoclated Press.)

WASHINGTON, December 135.—Re-
ports of almost nation-wids suffering,
due to lack of coal, stirred fuel ad-
ministration officlals to-day to re-
doubled efforts to release supplies held
on tracks by car congestion,

Orders went forth to fuel adminls-
tratlon representatives in the Middle
West to make every attempt to move
coal to points In muny instances de-
clared to be facing actual coal famine.
A. W. Thompson, chalrman of the
operating commiltee of Eastern rall-
roads, was called into confsrence by
Fuel Adminlstrater Garfield for sug-
gestiona as to relleving the situa-
tion.

After his conference with Dr. Gar-
field, Mr. Thompson sald the sltuation
was gerijous, but that his commitltes
was making great progress towards
relieving congestion In the Piltsburgh
terminal territory.

IPuel Administrator Johnson, of Ohlo,
reported from Cleveland to-nlght that
he had started sixty carloads of coal
into that city, where 100,000 men were
idle to-day because of the shutting
idown of plants lacking power. Mr.
| Johnson said he would supply house-
| holders first, even if it forced indus-
I tries to close down,
| WIDESPREAD SUFFERING
: THROUGHOUT COUNTRY
| TReporta from New York to-day teld
| of widespread sulfering in the city and

State. The New York City board of
| health telegraphed that thousands of
ichlldren were cold and that an epi-
| demic of pneumonia was feared,
At Quincy, Mass, the Fore River
| plant of the Bethlebhem Shipbuilding
| Company s running on short time be-
cause there s no coal to be had, and
the government arsenal at Water- !
town, JMass, will shut down December
18 if coal Is not obtained. In Beaver
Valley, Pa., women and children were
reported to be Loused in churches ana
schools that they might keep warm.

THireet car systema Ip many - towna
also are threntened with suspension be-
cause of laclc of fuel.

At the Department of Labor It was
declared that the labor situation now
is particularly favorable and can in
no way be charged with responsibllity

tor the coal famine. Only three or
four dlsputes ere pending  between
operators and mlners, and none of
them, it was said, has more than a

local significance. One prominent coal:
operator was quoted as having re-
ported to the department that the la-
bor situation was “A No. 1.

VIGONOUS EFFORTS MADL |
TO RELIEVE NEW YOHRK |

NEW YORK, December 15.—Vigor-

‘ous efforts were made to-day to relieve
New TYorlk's coal shortage, but resulls
| were not expected to be apparent be-

a spirit of dejection, but the thought
of serious purpore and sacrifice which,

| beginning of the world.
| pPlying nearly 4,000 hospitals in Fronce.

| men,

fore Monday. In the meantime, it was
estimated, between
familles are urgently in need of fuel
to warm their homes.

New Jersey terminals, where
estimates place the supply at
than 100,000 tons. With this onnage at
the city's door, not more than 10,000
tons were distributed to-day, although
the normal daily consumption Is twice
that amount.

freezing polint,
poor increased.

suffering among the
In many of the large

downtown office bulldings heat was
shut off at noon,
According to railroad ofMelals, coal

Is belng received at the New Jersey
treminals in “unprecedented quantities,”
but lack of libor has hindered
transportation to New Yorl.
crews were put to work unloading coal
to-day, and the task will econtinue all
day Sunday, It was sald,

The general fuel situation is re-
garded as the most serlous in the his-
tory of the city. Ilundreds of tene-
ments and homes are without heat,
some factorles have been compelled to
shut down, and churches, schools, the-
aters and public halls are affected,

The shortage of labor here has In-
creased the problem of removing snow,
While about 14,000 persons are needed

250,000 and 200,000 |
i lery.
| that the efi¢ct of all this on the morale

Large forces of men were employved |
to work to-night and to-morrow dig- | the pregence of anotier milllon and a
ging out the frozen masses of coal at |
some |
more | Want to help to provide comforts, und

Jnd nurses for the sick, the mutilated,

With the temperature far under the |

Wrecking |

(Continued on Second Page.)

CHURGHES T0 SOUND
RED CROSS MESSAGE

Great Membership Campaign
Will Be Launched From
Pulpits To-Day.

EXPECT 15,000 NEW NAMES

No Large Contributions Will

Be Sought in Nation-
Wide Drive.

No large contributions will he sought
in the Red Crosa membership campalgn
in RNichmond which starlts to-day nndi
continuea untii Clristmas Eve. 1t is
new members—thousands of them—not
big dnonations, that the lncal chapter
wants. One dollar pays for an an-|
nual membership, and thosa In charge |
of the drive zre confident that bhe-|
tween 10,000 and 135,000 new names |
will be added during the week's in"
tensive drive. The Riclimond chap-
ter entera the campaign with 28,000
members.

The week preceding Christmas was
selected as the time in which to In-
crease Lhe membership of tha Red
Cross throughbout the country by 10,-
000.000 members because ths Yar
Council belleves that the Red Crosa
and Christmas spring from the samo
gpirit. At the present time the Ted
Cross has 5.000.000 members, “On thls,
our first Christmas in the war, we
want the Tted Cross symbol to add not

through accomplishment, it
sents,” the councll las declared.

repre-

BOLSHEVIKI DENY
EX-CZAR ESCAPES

Final Offer of Peace

From Kaiser

LONDON, December 15—A “finnl
offer of peace” from the Ilalser wwas
foreshadowed in an unofiicial dia-
patch from Herlin to-day. It was
sald that the Emperor intended (e
mnake such an ofier in kis forthcome
Ing Christmas message, mnd that he
would ndd the responsibility for fur-
ther bloodahed would rest upom the
allies.

The nevws was folly eredited here,
It recalled the siatement made four
days ago that it is regarded a3z
more than probable the Teutonic
allies are drafting a ‘declaration te
the world,’ polnting te the offer of
B year ago, relterating thetr wili-
Ingness to comclode peace, and
adding that, pending a favorable
reply from the entemte, they will try
to force it in the syest,”

Irom the westera allles the effer,
it it comes, will récelive a fiat farn-
down. It wos authoritatively an-
nounced to-dny that Premier Lloyd
George will reiterate in Parliament
next Thuaradoy his latest speech, In
whick he declared emphatically that

only victery can bring nabout a
aecure nnd lasting peace.
With her maximum military

Foreshadowed in Berlin Dispatch i

strength assembled in the west, Ger-

Campaign Director H. G. Boykin has
mapped out elaborate plans for en-
rolling every one In Richmond not
already a member of the Red Cross.
Church congregations will have tho
Redy Cross message brought to their
attention ' to-day, and beginning to-
morrow speakers will appear dally in
theaters, :chools and elsewhere to
make cshort talks on the subiect. The
speakers’ bureau is under the direc-
tlon of Morton G. Thalhimer, assisted
by Irving May.

RED CROSS PROCLAMATION

ISSUED BY MAYOR AINSLIE

Mayor Ainslie has {ssued the follow-
ing proclamation:

“To the People of Richmond—>ala and
Female, White and Black—Whs Do
Not Delong to the Red Cross:

“It i3 the duty of every Individual
American of whatever nge, color or
condition,- to® do his utmoest to holp
wir. this war. Don't mistakenly thinl:
it is not your war, It is vour war, and
the glde of the allies is your side.
Every principle of the government un-
der which you live, and every ideal
of your civilization must be won again
in this war to be preserved. If I'm
wrong in the case of any reader of
this, then that person belongs in the
central empires or Turke:r, or in an |
American internment camp. The Amer- |
lean Red Cross is doing the greatest |
work for the relief of suffering hu-
manity ever dona by man since the'!
It iz sup-

1t is saving the lives of thousands of
women and chiléren daily. It
Is taliing 1autilated, helpless human
wrecks and making them over inteo
self-supporting men. It is coliecting
and preserving intact the sealtered
families of the men who are standing
between you and the German artil-
High military commarders say
of the men at the front is equal to
nalf imen in the trenches.
want to be u parr of this?

Don't you
Don't you
hospitals. and medlcines and doctors
the dying? 1f you were there in that
condition would rou want thnse things
for yourself? Won't you be ashamed
to have to savy when the war is over:
‘T didn’t even join the Red Crosz?' You
know you will. Then don't put it off,
Join now. The dues are $1 a Year, and
no more, The Red Cross should have
50,000 members in Richmond. Let ur
serve notica to our enemies that the
Amerlean people as a whole are in this
war. Respectfully,
(Signed) “GEORGE AINSLIE,
“Mayor.”

“Any ene who Is puzzled over cer-
tain gifts to be given Christmas can
solva the problem easily enough by
giving Red Cross memberships,” said
Director Boykin. "It (s net an ex-
travagant gift, and there are hundregs
of people who will, no doubt, avail
themselves of this opportunity to
assist in bringing to suffering human-
ity the Christmas ministry of good will
and help."”

One of the features of the campalgn

many Is intoxicated swith the ftri-
umphant feellng that a military vic-
tory can be galned within the near
Miture, elither during the winter or
in  the spring. Hindenburg and
Ludendorff, the crown prince, the
Junkers and all militarists are once
more firmly in the aaddle.

But, at the aame time, there are
many high Im the empire's councils
who belleve the mere menace of n
big bloew In the west may bring ||
peace—men who fear the terrible 1
renctilon of the casualtles that sach
a supreme clash: would entail.
Among these Emperor Willlam 1Is
known 1o astand foremost. With
ncarcely m home in the empire that
doea not mourn one er more dead,
with hardly a family that does not
count ene or more cripples—erippled
by the war—among fits members,
the vislon of another million men
killed or maimed (the maximom cost
of nn Armageddon in the west)
brings home te the Emperor grave
forcbodingns.

Impelled by these motives, cli- ||
mnoxed by the desire to be able te
sny to his people, “It Is not my fault;
I offered pence,” the Kalser is fully
expecied to do what the Berlin dis- l

“OPPORTUNITIES” ARE
PROMPTLY SUBSCRIBED

Generous Richmond Public Sends
$2,470 to Care for Those
in Need.

TWENTY FAMILIES CARED FOR

Surplus of More Than $50 Will Be
Turned Over: to Associated Chari-
ties for Next Most Needy Cases on
Its Relief Rolls,

The homassustalnlng: ‘chagity of this
city, which loves its’ good name bet-
ter than the essence of selfishness,
pushed the "Opportunity” campalgn
cver the mark eet, with a surplus of
§5), before the middle of the after-
noon wyesterday. With $2,420 sought by
Lhe Assoclated Charities to make “mem-
ories that bless and burn” In twenty
homes and $2,470 In response to the
appeal already in the hands of the
assnciar_ioq. appreciation and gratitude
over Richmond's seizing the twenty
opportunities for constructive work In
il-favored families are boiling In the
hearts of every man, woman and chlld
in any way interested in this home-
mission work.

It will be remembered that the first
“Ten Opportunities” were accepted In
2 lot by one citizen, who sent The
Times-Dispatch his check for 51,248
on the second day of the campalgn.
In the five remaining days of the “Op-
portunity' week the people of the city
have accepted the second "'Ten Oppor-
tunities” In genuine Samaritan style.
Beside numerous small and medium
checks, which were as honored as any |
one of larger denomination the funds
were increased by one $168 contribu-
tion from a woman whose vision was
not dimmed by glasses darkly: by one
$50 check from Mrs. George S. Thomas,
and by $20 checka from T. Elwood
Tragle and Mrs. W, Brydon Tennant,
and quite a number of $10 contribu-
tions,

CONTRIBUTIONS ALREADY
EXCEED MAXIMUM ASKED

The issue of The Times-Dispatch
vesterday morning aunounced that enly
a fractlon over $130 was needed to
meet all requests. But by 3 o'clock
$180.50 had been recelved by the bus-
iness department of the paper. Other
contributions may yet arrive. If so,
that, In addition to the $50 surplus
already acknowledged, will be ac-
knowledged and turned over to the
Assoclated Charlties, which will sce
that It is equitably distributed amongz
famiiles that huve been investigated
and found to be worthy the generosity
of the citizens of Richmond.

Almost every contribution received
by The Times-Dispatch was accom-
panied by a letter pralsing the motive
and the object of the “Opportunity”

(Continued on Page Twelve.)

(Continued on I'ifth Page.)

Christmas in a Dugout;

Santa Claus in War Time

Another Christmas and hundreds of thousands of our

(Continued on Puge Fifteenth,)

own American boys may be in the
the fate of battle may take them.
while their eyes are toward the

camps and trenches of I'rance or wherever else in IZurope
Even now thousands of them are in the battle line, and
Hun, their hearts are turning back to their homes in the United States and are with us in
this sacred season. Would you know what a Christmas in the trenches ' is like?_  Then
read the next story by Sergeant Arthur Guy Empey. This American boy, who serﬁ seven-
teen months in France before this country entered the war, is writing a series4f Lwelve
stories for The Times-Dispatch, descriptive of the actual everyday life of the soldier. In his
next story he will tell how Christmas was spent and how Sainta Claus was cut off from his
base of supplies. There are thrills, pathos and humor in his simple, forceful narrative.

Sergeant Empey's next story will be printed in The Times-Dispatch on Saturday, Decem-

. ber 22, " Read it. S A F - .

patch says he will do,

ADMINISTRATOR AF
GREEDY GOAL DEALERS

Will Ask Denial of Transportation
for Those Who Charge Poor
Too Much.

LOCAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED

Blair, Leigh, Reed and Price Chosen
to Aid in Remedying Fuel Situa-
tion in Richmond — Lightless
Nights Begin To-Night.

Fallowing creports that certain coal
dealers of Richmond were charging
ot the rate of $20 per short ton for
coal dellvered to poor people who
cannot afford to purchase more than
100 pounds at a time, ¥ederal TFuel
Administrator Harry Flood Byrd yes-
terday announced that he would take
steps to deny shipment of further stock
to such dealers. This cnnouncement
was simultaneous with that of the ap-
pointment of 'A. Beirne Blalr (chalir-
1aan), E. G. Lelgh, Jr.,, William T. Reed
and James H. Price as the Richmond
fuel committee,

The committee is Lo aid Administra-
tor Byrd in alleviating the distress in-
cident to tuel shortage here and to
co-operate with him in searching for
evidence against those alleged to be
charging exorbitant prices. The cdm-
mittee will hold (ts first meeting on
Wednesday, when it will perfect or-
ganization and begin its dutles.

The first maotter to be brought be-
fore the committea will be the charges
agrinst local coal dealers. OF these
charges, Mr. Byrd says: 3

“It has been brought to my atten-
tion that one or two small retajlers
of Richmond are charging $1 per 100

REPORT RECENED
FROM PETROCRAD
STIRS INTERES]

Effect, if True, on Future df
Russia, Can Scarcely
Be Surmised.

LENINE-TROTZKY COURSE .
PUZZLING TO OBSERVERS

GRAD

Russo-German Peace N'egotia_:_;
tions Said to Be Proceed- -
ing Apace. i

ITALIAN FRONT STILL INTACT

Although Almost Ceaselessly Ase
sailed in Mountain Region,
Line Holds Well. o

[By Associated Press) R
Nicholas Romanoff, former Empearor
of Russie, deposed last March by the’
revolutionlsts, and for several montha
in confinement at Tobolsk, Siberia, 1s
reported to have made hias escape, *°
The report, unlike the previous
rumors to this effect, came through
the Boisheviki headquarters in Petro-
grad, but a few hours later it was
officially denied by Bolshevikl leaders
that Nicholas had escaped. 4
Previous reports of the escape of
Niecholas had him making his way out
of Siberia through Harbln, Manchurta.
The route to Harbin is a long one, how=-
ever, and he would have 4,000 mliles to
travel before reaching the Pacific coast
from Tobolsk, although that place
itself is some 1,500 miles east of Moa-
cow. There remains the possibility that
Siberia itself might be a safe asylum
for him for the time belng, as that
vast province was reported last month
to have declared its independéncs and
to have named Nicholas 'as. its. Bm-
peror. i TNy
EFFECT ON BOLSHEVIIKI T
NOT EVEN SURMISED
The effect of the cscape of former
Emperor Nicholas upon Holshevik
pians for the future courss of Rua'g-
slu could scarcely even be surmised,
s0o enigmatic In many ways has been
the recent course of the Lenine-Trotzky
government in Petrograd, which now
ippears to be getting the upper hand
In many parts of the country oulslde
the northern centers, overcoming the
oppositlon of the more conservative
etlements, Some English correspondents
In Petrograd, indeed, have latterly
come to take the view that the Bol-
sheviki lpaders were planning eventu-
ally to put a monarchial form of cov-
ernment In force after they had es-
tublished thelr sway by drastie meas-
ures, coupled with their hold on ths
proletariat through the popularity of
their l1and reform and peacs measures,
The Russo-German Peaca neagotia-
tiona are reported proceeding apaca,
A German official announcement snfs
the conditions and draft of a “treaty™
have been formulated, the discussions
having been put over from Friday to

poundés for coal to poor peopls who |S4turday, however, as the Russlan
cannot purchase in large quantitfes |9€lesales desired to obtain supple-
I have obtained the names of par-|Mentary instructions from thelr goy-

ties who will testify to this effect and
Tull information will be renorted io
the Richmond fuel cominission when
organized.
WILL ASK RAILMOADS
TO MEFUSE DELIVERY
“I desire to state that |f any re-
tailer continues (o exact exorbitant
profits and take advantage of the ex-
isting situation, orders will be issued |
to the railreoads te prohibit the re-
celpt of coal by such relailer. Such
matters will be under the contrel or
the Itichmond commission, who will
investigate the local situation nand
maeke such rules and regulaticns as
may be deemed advisable and neoces-
sary to cffect an equitable distribution |
of coal at reasonable prices. 1 am very |
;lud to say., however, that, with the!
exception of complaint against one or
two retail dealers, the retajl coil denl-
ors in Riehmonid are patriotically co-
operating witl: (he administration and

are conducting their business as in
noermal times, I am copvineed <hat !
the majority of retallers will a;:prm-a!

of exposing the one or two deulers whn |
are endeavoring to take advantagoe of |
the existing shorlage.”

As an evidence of the gravity of

the coal situation throughout the en-
tira country, Mr. Byrd. s in receipt |
of & telegram from the national mi-!
ministration containing an order which
will make it necessary for all eleetrie
signs of every kind to be discontinued
absolutely and completely on every |
Thursday and Sunday night, heg{nlllngf
to-duy. The order is as follows: ]

“Order of fuel administrator, taking |
effect December 15, cancels  present |
erder regulating time advertising signs |
shall be lighted.
of every kind, including: merchants’
signs, ‘theater signs, also display light-
ing on buildings and, elsewhere, hotel
signg und advertising signs are or.
dered discontinued completely on
Thursday and Sunday nights of each
weelk.

“I'n {'hl‘?:"‘,‘ same

nights stores not
open for business must not show In-
side lights more than are necessary
for safety, and municipalities with clus.

{Continued

on I'age kicven,)
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Trucka—D-F Waorm Drive, Immed-
late deliveries. All sizes. Continental
motors, Kllne Kar Sales Co., Ine., 322
West Broad.
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In its place, ull slgns |

ernment. Whether the word “treaty”
refers to a farmal pedace treaty or
merely to the armistice agreement thit
had Deen pending is clear from 'tha
German announcemaent. »
ITALIAN LINE INTACT
AND HOLDING WEL
The Italian front remains the only
major field of military operations in
which there Is more than local activ-
ity on the part of the infantry. The
Italian line, although almost ceasa-
lessly  assailed in the mountaln re-
glons, is stlll intact and holding wall,
except'lor a small recession here angd
thera forced at the cost of extremely
heavy casualties on the part of the
Austro-German invaders, Berlin claimg
the taking of more than 3,000 pris-
oners in the fighting of the last few
days and the repulse of Italian coun-
terattacks on positions won by {the
Teutons, :
The Franco-Belgian front is lnactlve’.
except for loeal fighting, mostly due tp
German thrusts here and there, dag-
livered with the seeming intention of
kkeeping the Anglo-French command
guessing us to the enemy intentions.
In Palestine the British have scored
a further advance northeast of Jer=
usalen, 2
In making known the sinking of tywo
more Norweglan steamers, the Nor-
wegian government announces that
5,000 Norwegian sailors have been lost
during the war, 30
Two airships of the nonrigid typa
have been lost by the British, ona of
which was sunk by a seaplane in the

Noritlh fea while on patrol, and the
jother being compelled to descend in
| Duteh  territory  because of engine
"troubie. The British Admiralty also

(announces the sinking of a Britlsh der
stroyer through a collision, zll bll’l‘
two of those on board belng saved. et

OFFICIAL DENIAL MADE TIHAT
NICHULAS HAS ESCAPEDR
| By Assoclated] Press) iR

PETROGRAD, December lS.—I"orm_ﬂ_l’
Emperor Nicholas of  Russia  han
escaped from his confinement at _':l'p;
bolsk, according to advices recelved (or
day at the Smolny Institute, the '.Bf._ﬂ
shovikl headquarters. I

A speclal traln manned by sallos
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